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It’s Spring .... Boinnnnnngggg!
Wright’s Meadow, Leighton Road,
Stanbridge, Beds, LU7 9HR
Tel: 01525-371322
www.buzzardrugby.co.uk
Twitter: @buzzardrugby
The views offered in this publication do not
necessarily reflect official LBRFC policy.
Photographs are used without the full permission
of the owner. The club logo is used without
permission. I was happy in the haze of a drunken
hour but heaven knows I’m miserable now. Metro
Bank is governed by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Lucky them.

Thankfully I’ve just been able to squeeze this issue into March. I had the luxury
of January and February off when I could have easily bashed out another issue
but the lure of lying around on the sofa watching Homes Under the Hammer
and multiples of A Place in the Sun proved too much. I now have a daily
commute to Peterborough for four months minimum which curtails the free
time somewhat but I realise that this is a valuable service which waits for no
man, so here we are.
The 6 Nations is over (thank f**k!) and we are at that stage of the season such
st
that the 1 XV have just two home fixtures left, the first of which is this
upcoming Saturday so my advice to those of the Red Rose persuasion is to
forget all the horrors of the past four weeks and get yourself down to the
Meadow.

Tools

Safe?

Joliet Eric

Wins
against
Market
Rasen,
Huntingdon and Bugbrooke have given
us the semblance of safety and with
Melton Mowbray at home this
Saturday there is a good chance to
widen the chink of daylight between
ourselves and the drop zone. The
Round 25 clash between Beds Ath and
Syston looks like it could be the shoot
out as to who goes up automatically
and who has to endure the play-off,
though Kettering may force themselves
into the picture if a couple of results
should go their way.

You would think that a massive BP pension would be enough for some people,
not so Eric Cohen. John Surguy spotted this as evidence that the pocket rocket
is always in the market for some extra spends.

After 22 rounds the table looks like
this. Full details at: www.rfu.com
Pts

Bedford Athletic
Syston
Kettering
Paviors
Old Northamptonians
Peterborough
Oundle
Northampton Old Scouts
Leighton Buzzard
Wellingborough
Bugbrooke
Melton Mowbray *
Huntingdon *
Market Rasen & Louth

98
97
90
81
69
66
54
40
40
37
36
34
27
7

Melton Mowbray and Huntingdon have a
postponed fixture to play.

Remaining Midlands East 1 Division
Fixtures
th

24 Mar
th
7 Apr
th
14 Apr
st
21 Apr

Melton Mowbray (H)
Northampton Old Scouts (A)
Old Northamptonians (H)
Oundle (A)
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Newbies
Not so much a flow, more of a trickle since the last issue but again
the quality is top notch.
Two second rows have swelled our number. Having sent him a
LinkedIn message well over a year ago, John Colenutt actually read it
in the last couple of weeks and was more than happy to be added to
the list.
You may remember that when I announced the capture of Dave
Albertella I recounted a story of him passing on a home game with
the 2nds to travel with me to Newbold to fill a hole in the 3rds. Well,
the first person I asked that day (simply because he arrived first) was
Stuart Darlington who point blank refused, however he has obviously
seen the error of his ways as he was more than happy to join our
happy band when I contacted him a couple of months back.
Finally, some 20 year since the inauguration of the Ladies XV, two
who were pretty much founder members have come on board. Sian
Lockett (was Vernon) and Linda Baroux will now be receiving this
august publication. Linda didn’t ask to be included I just filched her
email address from Dave Siddon’s Vice Presidents email list. So Linda
hold back on that solicitors letter to Mark Zuckerberg and Cambridge
Anaglypta, it was only me.

Dublin Tour 1995

oldbuzzards80s90s@gmail.com

Norwegian Blue? Lovely
plumage
Chris Howell dropped me a line after receiving
his first copy last time around.
He advises me that though now 42 he is still
playing. Strictly speaking he should be scrubbed
from the list forthwith but having told you of his
all round “good egg-ness” last time I decided to
invoke McDade’s Law and include him.
He turns out for Oslo Sagene RFC, the current
Norwegian champions.
For those of you wondering how he copes with
such a tortuous commute just to play rugby, he
does actually live in Norway!
.

He knows him so well
Following on from the Old Cedarians photo
included in the last issue, kindly donated by Tim
Elvin, the missing names are Martin Kiddle, Rod
Keating (arf, arf) and of course the referee was
Gordon Bell who no doubt reffed us all at one
time or other such was his whistling longevity. A
referee so legendary the pub in Church Square in
the town was nearly named after him.
Anyway, Tim passed on a great story about
Gordon told to him by John Bishop from the days
when Bish and Haddlington would rope him in to
referee Cedars matches.
Apparently Gordon was not the most punctual
getting out onto the pitch.

Trainers Rayfield and Webster reveal their great hope for the 1996
Cheltenham Gold Cup

One Saturday morning John & Gary were reffing
st
the 2nds and 3rds and Gordon was to ref the 1
XV match. All the teams were out on the pitches
but Gordon was still on the lav doing his pre
match warm up!
Gary went into the Pavilion and shouted over the
top of the trap “Hurry up Gordon, everyone is
waiting”
After one last strain Gordon replied:
“Hang on Haddlington, I can only deal with one
shit at a time!”

Stable boy Fraser comes in a close second.
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From the very first issue ...
th

“It’s going to be a long winter for England fans. Prediction: 5 .”
“That they only have two matches at Murrayfield could hamper them, especially if they lose first up against England.
However they won’t and with that momentum will beat France at home too. A win in Rome will be enough to see them
rd
finish 3 .”
How’s that for a forecast eh? Seems I was two years ahead of my time. OK, the sequence of matches was different but I
reckon that makes me 20% of Martin Peters!

Mystery Man ... Dublin again

Of course we all know the fella on the left, but what of his costar in the red shirt? For those of you with hazy mamories his
name is Chris Mills. Millsy arrived at the club and got well
entrenched pretty quickly. A couple of months after this photo
was taken he pitched up at the clubhouse one Sunday lunchtime
during the 1995 World Cup. Most of us were there to watch the
England v New Zealand semi-final but Chris’s intention was to
collect something and go home pretty much immediately.
Being one of those from west of Offa’s Dyke he became
entranced as NZ and Jonah Lomu began pulverising England to a
gooey, messy pulp. So much so that he stayed for the whole
match and partook of several beverages as he did so.
No-one knows exactly what happened when he eventually got
home but suffice to say we never saw him again!

Can’t see it myself

John Surguy sent me this photo some months ago as a follow up to
the Mark Hardy-Tony Guerrieria mistaken identity story.
It was pinned to a lamp post at the Home Refuse Tip in Beaconsfield
advising that the police were interested in his whereabouts as he had
been identified as a serial fly tipper whom they wanted to contact in
order to assist them with their enquiries.
So Mark and Tony, if in recent months you have been visited by the
Plod about this matter, you know who to blame.
I wonder what kind of stuff gets dumped at a tip in Beaconsfield?
You probably can’t move for Steinway pianos and Waitrose bags full
of caviar spoons. John tells me he was there to get rid of some
cashmere sweaters he didn’t want anymore

PREVIOUS ISSUES
All previous issues of Nobheads can be viewed or downloaded from the club’s official website a link to which can be found on
Page 1, top left. Simply click on the link to be re-directed. If a simple click doesn’t work, hold the ‘ctrl’ key and then click
through. This will take to the site’s home page, from there scroll down and click on the internal link which will be easily
recognisable. For those of you later subscribers that may be wondering where from whence the name Nobheads came, it was
the product from Ralph Harper’s fevered imagination ... are you surprised?
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PROGRAMME REPEATS

The Non Harper/Tarbox Years
I WONDER.
Has anybody noticed the striking similarity between Keith Edmunds and Terry from Brookside? I wonder if by any chance they
are related.
HUNT HOTEL REGULARS CORNER
Tony Gorilla has visited the doctors in order to find a cure for his scrum pox. When the doctor asked “What can I do for you?”,
the scrum pox said “Get this fat Mancunian off me!”
th

19 October 1991
FRASER GETS IN TENTS
Handsome Harvester throughout the past decade, John Fraser has shown again that what he gains in good looks gets cut to ribbons
when it comes to logic. It was he that borrowed a big tent from Cedars for the Saracens match over the Bank Holiday. A couple
of weeks ago Reevesy gets a call from Cedars saying “Where is our tent?”. Fraz had sworn blind he’d returned it b ut Dave knew
this not to be true because he had seen most of it that day round the back of the club. When he quizzed Frazzle further he got the
answer “What’s he moaning about? All he’s missing is the poles!”. Serves him right if the next time he orders a pint Dave gives
it to him with the glass missing.
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ...
Steve Hanson. Well if you’d been wondering why he is yet to play this season I can reveal that it is all because he doesn’t want to
get injured. Why? Because he is in training for the Mr & Mrs Buckinghamshire Body Building Competition.... Poof!
I WONDER
Has anybody noticed the striking similarity between Chris Beer and Richard Beer? I wonder if by any chance they are related.
th

26 October 1991
GUEST “I WONDERS”
John Fairweather thinks Alistair Davis and Gavin Hastings look remarkably similar and wonders if by any chance they are
related. Also a person who has been at the club with me recently was staring rather strangely at Neal Summerfield. I noticed this
and asked what was so intriguing. “He’s a dead ringer for Kirk St. Moritz out of ‘Dear John’” came the answer.
BAD TASTE TIME
Thank you Macca for the following: “What have an Essex Girl and the Herald of Free Enterprise got in common? – They both lie
on their side, open their flaps and let semen flood out” and this one too: “What’s the difference between an Essex Girl and an
American Footballer? – An American Footballer has a wash after four periods”
th
16 November 1991

The Harper Years

–
th

14 October 1989

25th November 1989
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th

26 November 1988

A very worthy cause
This week the club announced that it is to set up The Viking Fund in honour and memory of Chris.
The Viking Fund will be used to educate our volunteer coaches to help develop players, at all levels, at Leighton Buzzard
Rugby Club. The Pearson family and the club will actively support and add to this fund to ensure that rugby always has a
place in Leighton Buzzard and that children can learn and develop their skills as players and active members of the rugby
community.
Should you wish to contribute to this excellent cause there is a dedicated JustGiving page. Please visit
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/vikingfund and give what you can

A less worthy cause ...
The eagle-eyed amongst you will have noticed that at only 5 pages this issue is a little shorter than is customary. One reason
for this is that the winter seems to have given me a bit of writers block. Another is that I wanted to get this out before
st
tomorrow’s 1 XV match.
but more importantly I am running a little low on contributions, especially photos. So please have a dig in your drawers and
see if you can find any you deem suitable. Scan them and send them to the newsletter email address which appears in the
header of each page. Also any recollections of particular matches, tours etc. will be gratefully received
Thanks
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