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Just another Sunday 
I started compiling this latest edition on Sunday 3rd May.  The afternoon was warmed by 

bright Spring sunshine, birdsong filled the air along with cheerful toddler speak from the 

kids next door, just another day in lockdown.  It wasn’t meant to be that way though.  

Sunday 3rd May 2020 could have been so much more.  

Had the 1st XV managed to successfully negotiate the challenge of Old Brodleians on 

Easter Sunday large numbers of us would have been at Twickenham for the Intermediate 

Cup Final.  It is often said that losing a semi-final is one of the most disheartening 

experiences the sporting fates can bestow.  We now know that not to be true.  Much 

more disheartening is not having the opportunity to even play a semi-final.   

Loads of us have been to HQ to watch any number of matches and we will go again but 

you have to feel for the players who could have been playing in a match and having a 

day they would never forget.  A day to go down in family folklore and regularly re-told 

to their younger generations.  Now the Club has been promoted (of which more to the 

left) it will be at a level for which there is no such Cup competition.  We’ll have another 

League winner’s plaque to adorn the wall in the Members Bar, but despite that, when 

we think of what could have been, one can’t help thinking that season 2019-2020 really 

sucked! 

Tools 

 

 
Wright’s Meadow, Leighton Road, 
Stanbridge, Beds, LU7 9HR 
Tel: 01525-371322 
www.buzzardrugby.co.uk 
Twitter: @buzzardrugby 
 
The views offered in this publication do not 

necessarily reflect official LBRFC policy. For once, 

all photographs are reproduced with the full 

permission of the owners.  Written contributions 

may have been edited and re-written for space 

purposes.  Jamal Malik is one question away from 

winning 20 million Rupees.  How did he do it?.  A – 

He cheated, B – He’s lucky, C – He’s a genius, D – It 

is written.  

The early 90s - The Brian Clough and Peter 

Taylor of the 2nd XV 

 

Not sure which was which, but thankfully, unlike the real Clough and Taylor, they are 

both hail and hearty and still with us … despite Shep’s best efforts a couple of years back! 

 

Next Season … 
Obviously right now we have no idea when 

it will start or what form it will take but one 

thing we have been told is that it will see us 

switch RFU Divisions once more.  A whole 

new experience awaits as we move into the 

London & South East Division to partake in 

Division 1 North.   

So who will we play?  How far will we 

travel?  The clubs remaining in that league 

from last season are as follows:  Colchester, 

Old Haberdashers (Borehamwood), 

Harpenden, Eton Manor (Wanstead), 

Southend, Sudbury, Brentwood, Shelford 

(Cambridge), Chingford and Amersham & 

Chiltern.  At least four of those featured on 

our fixture list a few years back. 

The clubs that won promotion from the two 

feeder leagues below were London Welsh, 

Hammersmith & Fulham and Norwich.  

Geography and long-standing county 

affiliations suggest that London Welsh or 

Hammersmith & Fulham will be placed in 

London 1 South with the other joining us 

and Norwich.   

 

Up above London Irish Wild Geese,  

Guildford and Bedford Ath were relegated 

from London & SE Premier.  If the same 

geographical considerations hold sway then 

of the three, Beds Ath will join us. 

 

There.  Clear as mud      . 

http://www.buzzardrugby.co.uk/
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Credit where credit’s due 

During the playing season Page 1 of this organ typically gives a summary 

of the 1st XV’s coming and goings with rarely if ever a word for the 2nd 

XV.  Following a message from Stuart Langhorn asking if I would do so, I 

am very happy to pass on details of a very successful season for the 

second string and the part played in that success by 2019-2020’s 2nd XV 

management team of Ryan Andrew, Pete White and that hardy 

perennial Bill Pragnell. 

When a club is doing well, players come and sides can easily be added.  

In this period of national decline in playing numbers, getting a side up 

and running takes on a much greater degree of difficulty.  Though not 

involved this season, Dan Batchelor was also a force in making the Twos 

a force once more in previous years. Well done to all involved, players 

and management alike. 

The curtailed season saw the 2nds crowned winners of the Charles Wells 

sponsored Banana Bread Beer Merit Table with an unbeaten record.  The 

table finished as follows: 

   W D L Pts 

Leighton Buzzard II  12  - - 48 

Stockwood Park II    9  - 1 37 

Bedford Athletic III    3  - 3 15 

Ampthill V      6  - 7 31 

Dunstablians II    5  - 6 26 

Bedford Swifts II    3  1 4 18 

Cranfield University      3   - 7 19 

Bletchley II       3   - 8 20 

Olney III     1   1 9 15 

 

The hawk-eyed among you will notice that the number of points doesn’t 

match up with the final positions.  This is due to the calculation 

employed by the RFU to finalise all League tables from The 

Championship down.    

 

 

 

 

 

Mike “Crusher” Williams 

During the weeks that have passed since the last issue we received the very 

sad news that after being ill in recent months, Crusher had passed away.  A 

player in the early 70s and a long time VP, Crusher was a familiar face to all 

at Wright’s Meadow not least at the pre-match lunches which he and Carol 

rarely failed to attend.  I cast the net to a few folk for some words on Crusher 

and couldn’t find any that improved upon the following from his long term 

friend Mel Gray with a little additional info from Rod Giltrow: 

“Mike was born in Wales before the family moved to Bedfordshire.  

He met Carol when they were both working at a night club in 

Bedford, he as a bouncer and Carol behind the bar. 

They had 2 children, Karl who also went on to play for the club, Kerry 

and a grandson Rhys, Kerry's son. His first rugby club in the area was 

Bletchley where he obtained his nickname. Apparently he sorted out, 

on his own, several opposition players who were intent on causing 

mischief and thereafter was known as 'Crusher'. 

In 69/70 whilst drinking in the Black Lion, which at that time, was 

LB's clubhouse he was talking to Pete Greening and Rod Giltrow who 

persuaded him to join the Buzzards. He played in the 2nd row and 

although a decent player he was not outstanding. He did play some 

games in the 1st XV where he packed behind Dilly. He always 

maintained that Dilly's arse wasn't fat enough (can you believe 

that?!) and was uncomfortable to push against.  

His main occupation was in the oil industry working in particular for 

BIX in Leighton Buzzard and the Middle East and he spent a lot of 

time on the rigs. He sometimes had to dive to inspect pipelines and 

on one of the dives he damaged his left ear and was, as a result, deaf 

in that ear from then on. 

In 1980 he and the family moved to South Africa returning to the UK 

in 1986 after a failed business venture. As a result of living there, 

although he was an ardent supporter of Wales, he also became a 

Springbok supporter and he often went to watch Wales v SA in pubs 

and/or clubs to watch taking both shirts with him and after the game 

he would go to the toilet and change into the shirt of the victors. He 

never played rugby again.  He once again sought employment in the 

oil industry and worked for a firm in London as a Health and Safety 

consultant which was mainly office bound. 

Mike and Carol were good friends to Myra and myself. He was a 

genuinely nice person who adored his family. He would do anything 

for you and was a superb friend in the true meaning of the word. 

When he retired we went on several holidays together, mainly 

cruising, which he loved (a floating hotel with 15 bars!).  He will be 

sorely missed by us and anyone who knew him”. 

I also received the following message of condolence from Bletchley RUFC 

stalwart Colin Spence. 

“Mike left at the end of my first season at Bletchley but we used to 

go around with him on Sundays when there were cup matches on.  

He was always good for a huge p*ss up on the way home!  I am very 

sad to hear of his passing”. 

And so say all of us!  Our thoughts and love go to Carol, Karl and Kerry 
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Former Players Day 
More photos from the afternoon that seems so long ago. 

Still to come! 

Phil Eddy’s magnificent mullet and Nicky Irvine’s bum! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Old Buzzards Newsletter – Issue 29  4 | P a g e  

LEIGHTON BUZZARD RFC FORMER PLAYERS NEWSLETTER 
Issue 29 – May 2020         oldbuzzards80s90s@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favourite XV’s – 3 
Bunt was kind enough to produce two different XVs.  The first is I can only assume is his “best of” selection taken from the 60s through to the 90s.  

From full back to No 8 it goes as follows: 

Mat Hollas; Chris Gibbons, Andy Micans, Stuart Maxwell, John Bishop; John Surguy, Terry Clancy; Pete Shephard, Ian Samuel, Chris Pearson; 

John Davidson, John Fraser; Rod Keating, Dough Burch, Trevor Russell.  Backup in case of injury: Pat Hawkins, Pete Ellam, Nick Watkins, Geoff 

Lunn, Jimmy Goodier, John Wray, Dave Yirrell, Graham Meller, Pete Mason, Paul Whiting, Phil Burton, Mike “Turkey” Turner, Neal Summerfield. 

The “Legends” XV was in Bunt’s words “all time LBRFC characters who added much hefty colour, whimsy, variety and plentiful lively and original 

Saturday night nonsense”:  Steffan Swift; Pete Arthur, Ted Holmes, Buck Rogers, Brenda; Geoff Davies, Mel Gray; Bob Meekey, Barry (Gee?), 

Henry Larkin; Blockhead, Bangsy; Nick Westcott, Ian Marsh, Landrover.  The bench is: John Tarbox, Terry Whales, Nigel Coburn, Steve D’Sylva.  

Eddie “Artex” was nominated team mascot. 
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Now in a serious voice … like when 

they have a VT section in Comic 

Relief. 

For those of us living comfortably in the West it’s almost impossible 

to imagine what it must be like to live in Cublington.  Hopefully this 

story will give you some idea and prompt you to dig deep into your 

pockets to help. 

It concerns Patrick.  Every morning before 7 a.m. Patrick has to walk 

three yards to the kitchen sink to collect water for his family.  Laden 

with a full kettle he makes the return journey knowing that if he 

were to falter his family could go thirsty all day, or at least until they 

go to the tap themselves. 

In the searing heat of the midday sun Patrick makes the twice 

weekly journey to Asda in Aylesbury to provide food for his loved 

ones.  Self-appointed ruthless militia groups control Aston Abbotts 

and Bierton making the journey fraught with danger. 

Despite living an existence none of us can imagine, Patrick’s pride 

is immense.  He doesn’t want your help to provide the staples of 

life.  Each year his one wish is that he can attend the LBRFC Former 

Players lunch where he can forget about the hardships of life and 

meet old friends.  He opens an old shoe box and takes out two 

battered photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a tear runs down his cheek Patrick tells us, “The first one was 

taken at the lunch in 2017.  The second in February this year”.  He 

thumbs the photos ruefully as he speaks, and this is where you 

viewers at home come in. 

Just £50 will buy Patrick a new shirt.  We tell him that we can help.  

By now Patrick is so overcome with emotion that his son Frank takes 

over.  “Because of the Covid-19 restrictions, he doesn’t know when 

the next lunch will be, but he does so much for us, we know how 

much it would mean to him to turn up dressed slightly differently”. 

So please, please, help us to help Patrick.  For the cost of a text 

message you can put us well on our way to the £50 target.  Ring the 

number below.  Our operators are waiting.  Thank you. 

 

  

Stuart Langhorn – like a London bus 

For one who was so garrulous on the pitch, and even more so off 

it, I’ve always felt that when the time came for him to appear 

within these pages, it would probably be a doozy.  As previously 

mentioned, Langy got in touch to suggest some praise for the 2nd 

XV’s efforts this season.  Lo and behold a couple of days later I was 

then in possession of two Langy-related contributions, and it 

wasn’t just a doozy, it was a double-doozy with an extra pint of 

dooze dribbled on top. 

Stuart was 1st XV skipper at the dawning of the age of the text 

message.  Not only did he embrace the new technology he grabbed 

its arse and shoved his tongue down its throat! 

On the night before a match he would send motivational messages 

to his team.  There are so many that I’m probably going to have to 

spread them over a number of issues.  My source is impeccable 

and I can assure you they are not made up.  A measure of 

censorship was deemed advisable. 

Date Opposition Text 

22/9/06 Banbury 

(H) 

Let’s start getting f*ck*n excited about 

2morrow. I want 2 c some1 f*ck*n banjo 

a Banbury player and put the shits up the 

rest of the c***s! 

22/9/06 Banbury 

(H) 

We need the word to spread fast round 

the league that we’re a big mean, hard 

hittin, bunch of weetabix eatin mother 

f****rs! Who don’t take any shit! 

29/9/06 Huntingdon 

(A) 

Wot a great f*ck*n big game tomorrow 

is. They like it tough up there & they’ll 

try 2 bully us and treat us like bitches! 

29/9/06 Huntingdon 

(A) 

Wot they don’t know is that sounds like 

a fun day out for us big hittin weetabix 

eatin mother f****rs! An 18-30’s 

holiday! I predict pain for huntingdon! 

6/10/06 Mens Own Lets b ruthless, show these f**ks no 

mercy tomorrow boys. Let’s kick the 

c***s whilst their down, then f*ck*n eat 

em up and f*ck*n shit em out 

6/10/06 Mens Own & then for the rest of the day, we will all 

get mostly wankered! 

13/10/06 Daventry Let’s hope these f****rs fancy a battle 

with us tomorrow boys. It’s exactly wot 

we need, a f*ck*n big rumble after that 

dog shit we played last week. 

20/10/06 Stewarts & 

Lloyds (a) 

Let’s f**k all the bull shit now & wot we 

should be doin. We’re top of the league 

so let’s go simple with a game plan of – 

kicking the living f**k out of em.  
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Don’t worry.  I haven’t forgotten 

Phil Eddy’s magnificent mullet and Nicky Irvine’s bum are on their way.  Not long to wait! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Favourite XV’s – 4 

From deepest darkest Switzerland, Tim Elvin has got in 

touch to offer his dream team.  He advises it is heavily 

skewed towards his days in the Colts, 2nds/3rds and 5ths. 

“1 – Chris Pearson (easy choice) 

2 – Windy Miller (Paul.  Could have been Chris Dancer but 

Windy won more ball against the head than any hooker 

I’ve known 

3 – Tim “Skin” Abraham.  (Strong as an ox and also clever 

as he went on to read Maths at Cambridge) 

4 – Murray Bliss.  (Top bloke and I still owe him a try – he 

knows!) 

5 – Robin Lane.  (Despite going to Vandyke and never 

being on the winning side v Cedars in the 80s he was a 

great player) 

6 – Tim Tobin.  (For the entertainment value alone) 

7 – Jerry Long.  (Tough tackling, great ball-winner and his 

rendition of Sade’s “Your Love is King” on the karaoke is 

the stuff of legend). 

8 – Richard Sear.  (Could play anywhere in the pack and 

immense with the ball in hand.  Often thought he fancied 

himself as a 10) 

9 – Gary Haddlington.  (Tough choice but Gary was a 

natural sportsman who could have played at a higher 

level.  Always much better in the post-match session) 

10 – Jon Chapman. (Chappers could have been at 9 but is 

at 10 just for the entertainment of playing outside Gary) 

11 – Jon Roe.  (Cocky Jon.  Fast, strong and knew all the 

Wham lyrics). 

12 – Jason Franklin.  (The best tackler I played with 

anywhere, not afraid to tackle anything and never missed 

one). 

13 – Graham “Basher” Circuitt.  (Hardest, fastest, most 

likeable bloke I played with.  The only time I’ve been 

knocked out on a rugby pitch was when Basher 

accidentally clashed heads with me when he was hitting a 

ruck.  Tragically died way too young.  R.I.P.) 

14 – John Bishop.  (Tells me he was fast in his day and 

would be wound up by Gary at 9) 

15 – Tim Elvin 

 

Coaches – Pete Hill and Henry Clark.  I once played a match 

with both Tobins, both Millers, both Sears, both Gissanes 

and Haddlington.  Never laughed so much in a match 

before or since!” 

 

Chappers.  Feather duster to cock of the walk!!! 

 

 

 

 

Quick response team 

Swelling with pride at being selected in Tim’s dream team, Murray 

Bliss celebrates with a beer, albeit a half 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

How’s lockdown for you? 
For those of you that were wondering how folk are coping with 

the very tight restrictions ordered by the Spanish government.  

Here’s a photo Nick Watkins sent to ease your worries.  It looks 

like his gym has got one of those cardboard cut-out things you 

stick your head through to have your photo taken. 
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Someone from over here, doing rather well over there. 
Mark Hardy received the following from a mate based in the Dordogne, snipped from a glossy 

magazine. 

 

Coming up 
I still have plenty of material to 

hopefully fill the next edition.  

There’s Evvo and Kouskous’s 

newspaper cuttings from days 

gone by and a few photos from the 

Club Sevens tournaments from Ian 

Connew’s bottom drawer.  Mike 

Turner dug out a very old article 

about rugby in Leighton Buzzard 

that pre-dates the Club’s 

existence.  He left it behind the bar 

for me on Former Players Day, but 

naturally I forgot to collect it, so if 

Dave Pearson is reading this, can 

you please pop it in an envelope 

and send it to me. 

There will also be an explanation 

as to why there are no 

photographs of Alban banging a 

nail into that tree trunk. 

What’s going on here then? 
We go back to Dublin for the 1995 Easter tour, the one I didn’t go on (sore point).  From the evidence below, either the locals were very picky 

or just fancied a bit of variation. 
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As we’re on tour, let’s stay on tour 
A couple of random photos.  One of Max Thomasson as he undergoes a fitness test to see if he can play at Thornbury on the way back from 

Pembroke Dock in 1992 and another of Barrell having a syrup fitting at Greenock Wanderers in 1996, “All sing!” 

 

LBRFC Former Players Golf Day 
Its hardly a big reveal but as you would have expected this will not take place as planned on 30th May.  I’ve had a word with Ada and its very 

much a case of “Watch this space”.  Each October the stragglers that were once Leighton Foresters C.C. have a golf day and Ada’s initial 

idea is that we piggy-back that event.  More information will be forthcoming when known. 

  

OK.  You’ve waited long enough! 
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Go on, admit it.  When I said “Nicky Irvine’s bum”, you thought it would be a photo of Ben on his own! 


