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Movement?  There is none. 

Welcome to the 5th birthday edition of Nobheads.  Yes it really is that long ago since John 

Surguy and Paul Evans’s suggestion finally came to fruition.  I said “Yeah that’s a good 

idea.  I can do that” whereupon they fled in the opposite direction!  A big thank you to all 

that have contributed, it couldn’t have weaved its way into the fabric of LBRFC without 

you. 

Just as I expected, announcing that I would be off to foreign climes proved a little 

ambitious.  The ever-changing national restrictions wedded to the fact that having had 

the first vaccination, it makes sense that I wait for the booster, have put a crimp in my 

plans, thus Woburn Sands will be my base for a little while longer. 

Many of you will have heard that the clubhouse has been pressed into action as a 

vaccination centre.  Hearty congratulations to all those involved in the work that was 

required to get the project up and running.  Full details appear in the pages that follow. 

So what else?  Well I’m still caning Britbox.  After Life, Bad Move, 7 Up to 63 Up and The 

Beidebecke Trilogy have been completed and Unforgotten is currently a work in progress.  

Perhaps I should shift this information to the area that was usually reserved for the results 

roundup and the current League table. 

Of course we have also had the first round of the 2021 Six Nations.  Now I grew up in the 

70s when England were truly pitiful but even the most turgid of performances from that 

era barely compared to what they served up on Saturday.  Never has a five-point win been 

more comprehensive. 

Tools 

 
Wright’s Meadow, Leighton Road, 
Stanbridge, Beds, LU7 9HR 
Tel: 01525-371322 
www.buzzardrugby.co.uk 
Twitter: @buzzardrugby 
 
The views offered in this publication do not 

necessarily reflect official LBRFC policy.  Written 

contributions may have been embellished but are 

generally based on a modicum of fact.  

Photographs are used with the owner’s permission 

but not necessarily that of those depicted.  Hoo-

rah, hoo-rah hoo-rye aye, over the hill with the 

swords of a thousand men!!  

I’m over here lads! 
 

 

Grahame Wild demonstrates the 

loneliness of the long-distance full 

back.  Either that or he’s taking 

Rod’s “Toes, calves, thighs, 

buttocks, squeeeeeeeze” from the 

changing room out on to the pitch. 

Soggy bottoms all round. 

Andy Jenkins came across the following photograph a couple of months back.  His 

accompanying text summed it up better than I could: - “Nick Turney making an 

appearance in this year’s Junior Great British Bake Off” 

 

 

 

http://www.buzzardrugby.co.uk/
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Newbie 

Deafening silence from the Boyd households so only 

one to report this time out. 

John Tarbox received an email from a Cheddingtonite 

stalwart of the 70s, Peter Goggs who eventually moved 

to Worcester where he and his family still reside. 

During their communication Peter attached some 

photos taken on the Club’s trip to Belgium to play 

SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Powers in 

Europe).  Some of you may have noticed their colourful 

plaque in the Members Bar. 

The tour was arranged by Pete Jackson’s brother 

Graham who was stationed in Brussels at the time in 

his wider role as a brigadier in the Army.  Graham was 

a handy player himself winning 12 caps for Scotland in 

the late 40s.  Anyway, let’s allow John to take up the 

rest of the story: 

“It was an Easter Tour and the front row players formed a Front 

Row Union and displayed little yellow badges on their hats! 

The trip was pretty eventful as the coach we were on was a bit 

old and broke down at one point but I managed to get it 

going.  We played a couple of games I think, one at SHAPE and 

another against British Brussels, plus maybe a second team 

game for us also rans, you know what Easter Tours are like. 

We were billeted at the Camp which was the Supreme 

Headquarters of the Allied Powers in Europe (SHAPE) with so 

many of us to a room, like being in the army I guess, the married 

couples were in various houses of the hosts.  Food was in the 

mess and it was pretty good. 

We had a fly half named Nick Penny and he bought he's 

girlfriend, they weren't married but it didn't seem to matter!!! 

The nightlife on the base was a gigantic club and we were given 

a beer token by the Master Sergeant who obviously ran the 

place.  It was full of Yanks who I guess were drafted as well as 

other nationalities.  

We had one guy with us who didn't play but was a VP at the 

time and he wore a series of different colour boiler suits, you 

know what you wear at work.  Pretty colourful but someone 

asked him about the ferry which we though hilarious, no 

Chunnel back then. 

We had a pretty good weekend and the photos that are quite 

dark were on the ferry, I think it was Petes wife who bought 

along the game Mastermind that you can see being played.  As 

you can see some of the jumpers worn by Mike Turner and 

others look rather dated now! 

Happy days, not sure the boys of today have the same amount 

of fun”. 

Something in the water? 

I overheard an interesting stat on Saturday.  It was stated that the combined 

age of Italy’s starting half-backs was the lowest since Francis Galpin and John 

Quirke took the field for Ireland at Twickenham in 1962, aged 21 and 17 

respectively.  Unsurprisingly both Galpin and Quirke were making their debuts. 

Other notable debutants that day were a certain William John McBride plus 

two others who nine years later were to be part of the victorious Lions tour to 

New Zealand, Ray McLoughlin and Mick Hipwell.  England won 16-0 

Anyway, back to Galpin and Quirke.  On hearing of their statistic I decided to 

have a rummage through the Andy Tooley Rugby Museum exhibits and dig out 

the programme for the match (don’t ask!) and check out the Irish team pages.  

Here is Mr. Quirke: 

   

It begs a question.  If this is what he looked 

like aged 17, what in the name of Martin 

Johnson did he look like when he was 60!  

Perhaps he was related to Norman 

Whiteside. 

 

 
See what you mean about Mike’s jumper! 

 
The obligatory line-out shot 
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The Harper Years 

……

1

(Late 1989.  We were all due to play Ealing.  In case its not clear it says “Linda (note boobs)”) 

 

In the same programme Ralph listed the Vets selection thus:  

(Probably around the same time as the previous.  We were due to play Chingford) 

PROGRAMME REPEATS 
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The Blower Years 

The J. Chinn “Throw your toys out of the pram” award 

This week we have the novel situation of a tie for this prestigious award, which is fought over throughout the sides. 

Step forward this week Richard Macy and Terry Clancy, both winner in some field or other. 

Apparently Richard Macy, dropped to the 3rds who won against Ampthill, came back to the club and saw the 2nds score 

against Saracens – 86 or so against.  He moans at his captain, “If you hadn’t dropped me that would never have been the 

score …”.  Planet Zanussi springs to mind. 

Terry Clancy, allegedly, on hearing that Ted has been dropped for this week says “Well I’m not playing then” 

I’m sure you will agree.  Two notable recipients. 

A close contender for his own award was our very own Welsh Wizard.  Chinny was asked how the 1sts played on 

Saturday “Matlock were crap” says Chinny.  “Oh” replies the questioner “…I take it you weren’t playing then” 

 

(24th September 1994) 

The Tarbox Years 

AUNT MAUD’S PROBLEM PAGE 

Dear Aunt Maud 

“Last week in the clubhouse our ex-Northampton fly half came up and spoke to 

me.  How do you explain this?” 

Dear Fifth teamer 

“Don’t be too concerned about this, you had obviously been mistaken for a first 

team player” 

 

Dear Aunt Maud 

“Some of my teammates have been pointing out that after a good sweat has broken 

out I tend to give off a smell of silage” 

Dear John 

“The answer is simple.  Stop eating silage” 

(8th February 1986) 

 

(10th November 1984) 

Cotton

(February 1983) 
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Anything you can do 

Following John Surguy providing evidence of his rubbing shoulders with the greats, Pete Ellam has come forth with a 

similar example form his Bedford days.  He helpfully pointed out that there were 10 past, present or future internationals 

playing in his game whereas in John’s there were only eight.  According to the book “125 Years of the Blues” Cardiff ran 

out 68-28 winners.  All is not doom and gloom however, our Pete scored two tries! 

 

So that makes an “international player average” of 9 per match.  It’s all getting a bit posey.  Let’s drag it down to 6.66 

recurring. 
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Matters arising 

• 1 issue back 

 

- Tim Elvin commented that his wife was looking over his shoulder as he viewed the pre-season training photo. When 

he pointed out Jon Chapman she said “My God.  Jon has got hair!”. 

- Trevor King has deleted his Facebook account. 

- John MacDougal was overjoyed to note he had been included in Pete Arthur’s Luminaries XV 

- As he had given it to me encased in a plastic folder I’d been very careful with Kouskous’s newspaper cutting. When I 

asked for his address so that I could return it he said “It was one of mothers cuttings but she is not worried about 

having it back. Dont worry mate”. 

- As he was around before my time I asked Ralph who “Buncle” was.  His reply came thus:  

Buncle.  Noun used to describe mate of Pat Hawkins.  Short tubby chap and a copper by trade. Very 

comical and teller of humourous tales of his unusual exploits.  You may have heard tell if the trip to 

Coulommiers years ago not long after I first joined.  Hawkins, Burton, Buncle and a few others got into 

an altercation with some rough fellows up the Market Tavern the evening before departure and a fight 

ensued in the street outside.  Buncle's solution was to hold up his warrant card and shout " I am a police 

officer".  He was then immediately struck on the chin with half a brick. 

The participants arrived at the club the following morning with various injuries on display,  Billy Burton 
with black eye and cut nose.  Can't remember the others but they all looked a bit second best apart 
from Hawkins, who by all accounts was standing in the road laying waste to all comers.  On return 
from tour it transpires that Buncle had a broken jaw and had played a game over the weekend in true 
Bert Trautmann fashion.  Not seen him for years , but an all-round good sort. 

• 2 issues back 

I would like to point out that though at the time I had good contacts with the local Press, it was not me that snitched on Bletchley 

over the matter of their French coach. 

• This issue 

Having performed an interim proof-read I notice that describing Graham Jackson as a “brigadier in the Army” could be deemed 

to be a superfluous description and be taken as talking down to the readership.  I mean, where else would he have been a 

brigadier? Marks & Spencers?  

First of all let us fill the gaps on Denis Hardy’s 

team photo.  Denis and Jocky both got back to 

me with names. 

Denis and Trevor were unable to label the chap 

at the end of the front row and the one between 

Squeaky and Tarby but all others have been 

revealed.  For the bigger picture, see last 

months issue, or increase the view percentage 

of this one. 

Back:  Ian Summerfield, Tom Martin, Denis 

Hardy, Trevor Tift, Steve Tearle, Rod Giltrow, 

Bob Gillette, Alan Thomas 

Front:  Alan Hatt, Bob Meekey, ?, John Tarbox, 

Ivan Pullen, Dave Yirrell,  
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When you’ve gotta go, you’ve 

gotta go 

Many years ago I was told a very amusing story about Adey 

Linden.  It went that on his first date with his now wife, the 

fragrant Bags (Susan for those that prefer formality) they had 

gone to The Globe.  As they both lived in the centre of Leighton 

at the time, they had walked there. 

On their stroll home along the tow path the most fearful 

moment of fearful moments hit Adey and being too far from 

the pub and too far from home he had to dive through the 

bushes to the adjacent field and … how can I put this 

delicately? … have a shit. 

Roll forward a few years to the days when I would commute to 

London for work and having caught a later train owing to a 

dental appointment I found myself in the same carriage as 

Bags.  We hadn’t seen each other for ages so chatted all of the 

way in.   

At one point I remembered the story and felt brave enough to 

bring it up.  After all, a good reporter should always get to the 

facts.  Bags sighed.  “You’ve been listening to Rayfield haven’t 

you.  Its absolute rubbish … it was our second date!” 

 

 

Easter with the Smoggies 
We delve back into the Andy Micans photo album to recall an 

Easter Tour to Stockton and Middlesbrough. 

 

Steve D’Sylva and Ian Millington 

 
Terry from Brookside, Splodge (slightly obscured) and the 

aforementioned Rich Davies 

 
Pete Ellam and Ian Millington in the foreground.  Eddie Shoestring and 

someone else in the background. 

LBRFC.  Doing it’s bit 

“Following the lifting of a press and information embargo, the club 
has been established as the Community Covid-19 Vaccination Hub for 
Leighton Buzzard-Linslade and the surrounding area. 

We are all too aware of the rumours and speculation on social media 
on this issue in the past few weeks but we were not at liberty to share 
this information with you before now, pending authorization from the 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) and the local Primary Care 
Network (PCN) to allow us to inform the wider membership and the 
public of this development.  The club was identified and has been 
selected as the most suitable venue in the area for establishing this 
new vaccination centre. 

The Directors and elected Committee members of the club considered 
the request from CCG & PCN representatives and did not hesitate in 
agreeing to the establishment of this hub on site. We felt that as a 
community rugby club, we needed to play our part in the fight against 
Covid-19 and the hope that the sooner we get the vaccination 
programme up and running, the sooner we all might return to some 
sense of normality in our daily lives.  

The current ‘Licence to occupy’ is for a maximum of 6 months, but this 
is subject to alteration in this rapidy changing situation. 

At the time of writing, we are in a state of national lockdown and 
there is no prospect of any rugby activity in the foreseeable future, 
and so the occupation of the clubhouse by the PCN will not have any 
impact on any of our normal business. When we return to being able 
to allow rugby to return to the club, arrangements will be made so 
that this can happen with minimal impact from the vaccination hub 
activity. There will be challenges to this, but we are confident that if 
we all pull together for the greater good, these will be met and 
overcome”. 

 

As I have already stated, this is a short-term issue 

that will hopefully have a long-term impact and so 

we should be proud to be members of a club that is 

playing its part in this battle. 


